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the soufti of Kashmfr; but the Zanskar men declared
that there was no such pass, no passage in that direction ;
and it was at least clearly evident that the habitation-
less valleys leading that way were so blocked up with
prodigious masses of snow, that they had become quite
impracticable till next summer. I was thus compelled
to proceed northwards, and to strike the road from Leh
to Kashmir, and camped that day at a small village
near to the great Kingdom Gonpa, or monastery, which
I was permitted to enter and examine. From there it,
took me three easy marches, through beautiful open
valleys, to reach the village and fort of Stiru. The
first two days were over uninhabited ground; and we
camped the first night at Gulmatongo, where there are
some huts occupied by herdsmen in summer. This
place is the most advanced post in that direction of the
Tibetan-speaking people, and of the Lama religion ; for
the village of Parkatze, where we camped next night,
is inhabited chiefly by Kashmfrf Mohammedans, and at
Surd there are a KashmW Thanadar and a military
force.

In these valleys there are immense numbers of large
marmots, called pia by the Tibetans, from the peculiar
sound they make. We shot several of them, and found
their brown fur to be very soft and thick. There was
no difficulty in shooting them, but some in gaining
possession of them, for they were always close to the
entrance of their holes, and escaped down these unless
killed outright. The people do not eat them, consider-
ing them to be a species of rat; and though the skins
are valued, this animal does not seem to be hunted.
The skins I procured disappeared at Siiru, the theft
being laid to the charge of a dog; and though half my
effects were carried in open ktltas, this was the only
loss I experienced cfti my long journey, with the excep-
tion of a tin of bacon which disappeared in Lahaul,